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Synopsis

*Includes pictures*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading*Includes a table
of contentsA¢a -A“I'm not a puppet. | wasn’t made by the west to go to the west or any other
country. I'm Syrian. I'm made in Syria. | have to live in Syria and die in Syria." A¢a -a ce Bashar
al-Assad, 2012In December 2010, a 26-year-old Tunisian street vendorA¢a —4,¢s self immolation
triggered protests that spread from his hometown in Sidi Bouzid to cities across the country. The
next month, on January 14, the countryA¢a —4a,¢s autocratic president, Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, fled
the country. This would be the start of what became known as the A¢a -A“Arab Spring,A¢a -Ae
which ultimately saw anti-government protests responded to with violence, reform, or both in
countries across the Middle East. In Syria, the protests that began as early as January 2011 and
increased in intensity the following March devolved into a complex armed conflict that involves
multiple armed groups and wages to this day. Like the other dictators, Bashar al-Assad faced
popular demonstrations against his regime at the height of the Arab Spring, but he steadfastly
refused to step down from power, and the protests against him and his government quickly turned
violent, which eventually enveloped Syria in a civil war that has already killed over 400,000, created
over 4 million refugees, and shows no signs of ending anytime soon. Furthermore, on August 21,
2013, a chemical weapon attack outside of the capital city Damascus left around 1,500 civilians
dead, and anti-Assad factions in Syria, as well as enemies of the Assad regime in other countries,
have blamed the Syrian regime for the attack, while Assad claims his enemies are responsible.
Although seeing and hearing about events in other countries affected by the Arab Spring most
certainly helped encourage Syrian demonstrators, there are a number of other factors that
contributed to the war, from foreign jihadist groups to the weather (from 2006-2011, a severe
drought helped trigger increased urbanization, with a significant movement of the countryA¢a -4,¢s
population moving from rural into urban areas and a corresponding worsening of socio-economic
conditions). There was also a decline in oil production from 548,000 barrels per day (bpd) in 2000 to
380,000 bpd in 2009. At that time, the failure to discover new deposits meant an expected continued
decline. Opposition to AssadA¢a —4a,¢s rule also already existed; there were people disappointed
with continued limitations on freedoms and his failure to implement promised reform. This included
the introduction of the A¢a -A“Damascus SpringA¢a -A- at the start of AssadA¢a —4a,¢s tenure,
which involved state-sanctioned social and political debate but was ultimately suppressed. There
was also significant opposition among Sunni Islamists who hadnA¢a -4,¢t forgotten the deadly
1982 crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood in Hama by Hafez al-Assad. Over 5 years later, Syria

remains a flashpoint and an international crisis. The major questions that concern the future of Syria



are whether Assad will literally and politically survive the civil war, and what SyriaA¢a -4,¢s future
will be in the wake of the civil war. Answering these questions requires an understanding of
AssadA¢a -a,¢s religious sect, the Alawites, the regional strife among Sunni and Shiite nations,
Arab nationalism, and the Assad family as a whole. The Syrian Civil War: The History of the 21st
CenturyA¢a -4,¢s Deadliest Conflict looks at the still-raging war and how it has been fought. Along
with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Syrian civil war like

never before.
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Customer Reviews

The news coming out of Syria only ever seems to get worse, and this book really helps explain why
the war has gone on for so long and why it doesn’t look as though it'll end anytime soon. You should

definitely read this if you're interested in current events.

This book is really helpful for understanding how Assad came to power, and why the civil war has

been so intractable. It also looks at how the war has changed over the years from being a civil war



to being one fought by so many foreign proxies.

The cover title and the actual content of the book are different. The cover is for the Syrian civil war -

the content is about Bosnian pyramids.

The cover title and the actual content of the book are different. The cover is for the Syrian civil war,
but the content is about Bosnian pyramids. When | purchased this e-book online in early

September, | lost my money.

Didn’t really teach me much that | didn’t already know.
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